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Four barges crowded with sappers set out from the right
bank. But as soon as they had succeeded in repairing the
broken planking of the bridge the British battery sent over
another packet of shells. One of them blew the approach
ramp on the left bank high into the air, the second sent up
a green column of water right by the bridge, and the stream
of wagons once more came to a halt.
" But they can put up an accurate fire, the sons of
bitches! " Gregorys battery commander said in admiration.
" Now they won't give them a chance to cross till nightfall.
That bridge isn't going to be left whole for a minute ! "
Without removing his field-glasses from Bis eyes, Gregor
asked :
" But why are your guns silent ? You should be
supporting your infantry. You can see the Red machine-
gun nests plainly enough."
" I'd be glad to, but we haven't got one shell left. It's
half an hour since I sent over the last one and began to
fast."
" Then what are you stopping here for ? Harness up and
clear out of the way."
" I've sent to ask the Cadets for shells."
" They won't let you have any," Gregor said decisively.
" They have refused us once, but I've asked again. They
may be merciful this time. They might let us have a couple
of dozen just to smash those machine-guns. It's no joke,
their killing twenty-three of our men. And how many more
will they still bowl over ? Look at them stitching away ! "
Gregor turned his gaze to the cossack trenches ; on the
nearby slope the bullets were still kicking up the dry earth.
Wherever the line of machine-gun fire was laid a strip of
dust arose, as though someone invisible was running a
melting grey line over the trenches. Along their entire
length the cossack trenches seemed to be smoking; the dust
hung above them in clouds.
Gregor no longer watched the fire of the British battery.
For a minute he listened to the incessant thunder of artillery
and machine-guns, then strode down from the mound aad
overtook Yermakov.
" Don't go into the attack until you receive orders from
me/* he said- " We'll never drive them out without artillery
support."
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